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RALLy AT PROVINCE HOUSE  
On April 13th, several groups and many individuals ral-

lied on Granville Street in front of Province House.  They 
were protesting and spoke on the absolutely devastating 
bio-mass clearcutting in our province (allowed by Premier 
Darrell Dexter and Charlie Parker, Minister of Natural 
Resources) by Bowater Mersey, NewPage, Northern Pulp, 
(now all foreign-owned), the Forest Products Association of 
Nova Scotia (FPANS), Ledwidge Lumber, and others.  

Donna Crossland was one of the speakers at that rally.  
She and NNS President Bob Bancroft had spent many 
hours producing the excellent 2010 Crossland/Bancroft 
Report “A Natural Balance:  Report to the Steering Panel 
Phase II”, part of the N.S. Natural Resources 2010 Strat-
egy.  It was heavily researched, with a long addenda of 
well-respected scientific references.  Following is a slightly 
edited version of her scathing and forthright presentation.  

“I spent 15 years researching the historical forest ecology 
of the Acadian forest.  

In 1849, can you guess what one of the biggest com-
plaints about the Acadian forest was?  The darkness!  Back 
then, James Alexander spent weeks surveying a road 
through the Acadian forest, and, upon finally reaching a ma-
jor river, he stated that the “sight was a very cheering one, 
after toiling so long in the shade”.  There were many other 
early complaints about our gloomy forests.  Huge Hem-
locks, Red Spruce, White Pine, Sugar Maple, and Beech 
created continuous closed forest canopies from which hung 
pendulous, slow-growing lichens, browsed upon by Caribou 
during the deep winter snows.  

In 2011, our biggest complaint might be the complete 
opposite of 160 years ago – the lack of shade! – and, as we 
rapidly deplete our forests, gone are those magnificent and 
beautiful big trees.  

I’ve been informed that now, we are actually cutting 
stands of Wire Birch in some places!  Our children will 
only see stands of big trees in our protected areas and the 
occasional private woodlot.  Is this the road we want to go 
down?  Industry has been very successful in converting 
mixed stands and hardwoods to conifer crops, to the extent 
that tourists may well think they are in the boreal forest 
ecosystem.  

The Acadian forest is classified as endangered by the 
WWF.  We have reduced species biodiversity, reduced 
structural diversity (e.g. big trees and coarse woody debris), 
and have damaged the very soils on which trees grow!  The 
only Canadian forest ecosystems that are in greater trouble 
than our own may be the Carolinian and Great Lakes/St. 
Lawrence forests.  But, the difference there is that places 
like Ontario have taken many meaningful steps to better 
manage and protect them.  Nova Scotia lags behind as 
usual, stuck with old, outdated notions that will not protect 
our endangered forests.  

As co-author of the Bancroft-Crossland report, I firmly 
believe, based on the available science and research, that 
should our key recommendations be implemented, we can 
save our forests (as well as increase forest-related jobs).  
We also listened carefully to you, the people, who clearly 
voiced your concerns about our forests.  

Bob Bancroft and I had a vision when we began this pro-
cess, that forestry can be a sustainable industry – for big in-
dustry, for small woodlot owners, and everyone in between.  
Forests can generate ongoing sources of revenue without 
diminishing (as is happening now), the resource base, wild-

life habitat, biodiversity, homes for American Marten, Fisher, 
Moose, rare lichens and mosses, and healthy streams for 
our trout.  Our vision includes the entire ecosystem, not just 
a single-minded focus on ‘wood supply’.  

Removing forests, as we have been doing, is devastat-
ing to our long-term economy.  We might look to Haiti for 
an example.  Ranked as the poorest nation in the western 
hemisphere, its poverty has been directly attributed to the 
degradation of its forests.  Will we allow Nova Scotia to suf-
fer a similar fate?  

Big industry has accused us of producing a report that 
was not science-based, and sadly, some people believed it 
despite more than 110 references listed in the back of the 
report and two Research Addenda which included 34 refer-
ences for clearcutting, 77 references for biomass, and 50 
references regarding riparian zones.  

We’ve heard whispers that our government also believes 
that there was no science.  Perhaps that would explain why 
we haven’t received any phone calls or questions since we 
submitted the report, even though there were many, many 
scientifically reputable references that were employed.  

And what of the experts that we suggested they consult?  
They were never contacted!  Scientists and foresters who 
we recommended to be consulted, who had ideas that 
were central to our top recommendations, never received 
a phone call, neither Dr. Bob Seymour nor Peter Salonius.  
Moreover, the new research paper which reviews irregular 
shelterwood systems, by Raymond, Bedard, Roy, Laruche, 
and Tremblay (2009), was not explored either.  

How serious is government to find the solutions?  
Are they planning to rely on the ‘same old forestry science’ 
that has led to the current state of our forests, the same 
false set of biased assumptions, the agro-forestry ap-
proach?  

How dare government foresters and ‘Big Industry’ forest-
ers criticise us or our ideas when these very same people 
have clearly failed and failed so miserably!  The results of 
their forest management expertise and their science lie in 
the ruins of our former, once rich and bountiful forested 
areas.  After decades, they clearly demonstrate their lack of 
reputable science over and over again.  

Our apologies to all N.S. small woodlot owners who 
were led to believe that Bob Bancroft and I recommended 
‘mandatory management plans’ on private woodlots.  We 
did not.  Instead, what we recommended was management 
plans for those who want silvicultural funding (and that is 
fair).  

Small woodlot owners have set among the very best 
forestry standards in this province.  The intent of our report 
was to provide them with more silvicultural support, educa-
tional support, and more incentives to continue using the 
best practices.  Bob Bancroft and I are also small woodlot 
owners and so are many members of my family.  Our intent 
was honourable; not meant to harm woodlot owners.  

The fear-mongering led by FPANS, Bowater, and oth-
ers worked against progress on the forest strategy.  To 
those of you who became so concerned that you ended up 
liquidating your woodlot, I am deeply sorry.  As volunteers, 
we were powerless to speak on this.  We had no voice.  A 
humble offer of advice:  It’s difficult to know who to trust.  
When managing your woodlot, listen more closely to those 
who have no monetary gains.  Be careful of the rumour 
mills and the whisperings of ‘Big Industry’.  Large, foreign-
owned companies are here to make their shareholders 

This report was authored by members of the Forest Panel
of Expertise as part of the Nova Scotia Natural Resources
Strategy 2010 process. Panel members include:
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rich.  It’s up to you to take care of your woodlot.  As forests 
rapidly disappear throughout our province, it is predictable 
that there will be attempts to gain the resources from the 
small woodlots.  

That’s an ecological concern as well as a citizens’ rights 
concern.  It would appear that our provincial government is 
ignoring its own process in which we have participated in 
good faith.  

Premier Dexter, there is an erosion of faith in public 
processes.  That’s why we are here today.  The Natural 
Resources strategy relied heavily on volunteers like myself 
and Bob, as well as many of you, during its first phase 
(thousands of people participated in this natural resource 
strategy).  We worked hard and we’ve managed to produce 
a report with some very reasonable, badly needed, scientifi-
cally-based recommendations that will benefit everyone.  

A message to Premier Dexter and Mr. Parker – take the 
science seriously!  We expected follow-up!  Bob and I have 
not received one phone call to clarify any of our points.  
And, here is a homework assignment for the Dexter Gov-
ernment before you pass the final strategy:  

1.  Read our Report and our Research Addendum. 
2.  Read the references that were central to the paradigm 

shift we spoke about.  
3.  Google ‘irregular shelterwood’ (a form of uneven-aged 

management), not ‘uniform shelterwood’ which is the same 
as even-aged management.  Irregular shelterwood harvests 
are a very reasonable alternative to clearcutting. There are 
other types of partial harvest systems, as well, e.g. tree-
marking, as is required by law on Crown Land in Southern 
and Central Ontario.  
FINAL WRAP-UP MESSAGE TO THE GOVERNMENT

•  Move towards uneven-aged management.  
•  Reduce clearcutting, but – do it carefully!  Be careful 

of how you define clearcutting.  Don’t overlook terms like 
‘seed tree release’, ‘mosaic cuts’, and ‘variable retention’, 
these are all clearcuts, too.  Don’t green-wash these recom-
mendations.  Make meaningful, real changes to clearcutting 
practices and make them soon.  Also, be careful how the 
50% clearcutting reduction is calculated – is it to be 50% 
from current clearcutting levels, or from former levels?  

•  Shift the silvicultural funding; presently, > 90 % of it 
goes towards even-aged management.  

•  If you are truly serious about change, then spend tax-
payer dollars on doing the right thing.  

•  Northern Pulp owes you $90 million dollars(!); get it 
back and use it to implement good forest practices.   

•  Regulations against whole-tree harvesting can be put 
in place in short order, so make it happen!  

NNS AGM AND CONFERENCE  
– Stephanie Robertson

This conference was held at the wonderful Gaelic Col-
lege in St. Ann’s, Cape Breton  A wee bit warmer and less 
foggy weather would have been appreciated, but nature 
cooperates only with herself and we must follow.  There 
were 68 registered participants at the conference, and the 
speakers included Don Anderson (Dragonflies); Fenton 
Isenor (Rocks); James Bridgland (Forests); Bruce Hatcher 
(the Bras d’Or Lakes); Bob Bancroft (Coyotes); and Tim 

Lambert (Rising Sea Levels).  Ten different field trips were 
offered, covering botany, insects, old growth forests, local 
birds, owls, and star gazing, although we did not get to see 
any stars because of the weather which was fairly cool, with 
clouds and fog in the mornings and evenings .  

So, the early morning birding on Saturday, June 4th, 
was cold and foggy.  Various warblers were seen and/or 
heard (a ‘bird-app’ was judiciously and carefully used to call 
some near) and a glorious male Blackburnian Warbler was 
watched for a little while in the trees (my first sighting!).  
ODONATA IN CAPE BRETON  

After a delicious breakfast back at the College, our first, 
and very informative, talk was on Odonates, with Don An-
derson, BSc Acadia, now a Forestry Biologist with DNR.  

Odonate classification proceeds as follows:  
- Arthropoda  
  - Insecta  
   - Odonata  
    - Epiproctra (a suborder)  
The Odonates are a very old order, 300 million years or 

more, and fossils of odonates have been found that sported 
two and one half- to three-foot wingspans  The largest 
odonate wingspan now existing is only four to four and one 
half inches.  There are 6,500 odonate species worldwide, 
and most occur in the tropics.  In North America, there are 
11 families, with nine in Cape Breton.  

How can one tell the difference between damsels and 
dragonflies?  

Eyes - Damselflies have a large space on the top of their 
heads between their eyes, and the eyes themselves are 
more bulbous.  Dragonflies’ eyes almost touch on the top 
of their heads and are flatter.  Odonate eyes have 30,000 
facets each, and 90% of its brain power is devoted to that 
sense.  The eyes are more sensitive at the front and are 
able to detect movement very, very well.  (If you want to 
catch one, approach it from the back).  

Wings - Damsels when stationary have their wings 
together over their backs (there are exceptions).  Dragons’ 
wings are spread typically to the side.  

Size - Damsels are light and fragile.  Dragons are big and 
strong.  

Life Cycle - Both damsels and dragons have eggs, 
nymphs, and adults.  

Needs - For both, they are simple – food, mates, and 
a suitable wet habitat such as bogs, marshes, swamps, 
fens, rivers, streams, seeps, lakes, ponds, mud, and even 
puddles.  

Food - Damsels and dragons are voracious eaters and 
both their nymphs eat all aquatic insects, tadpoles, and 
small fish, their hunting techniques being ‘hide and wait’, 
and a stalking method.  Nymphs’ lower lips are not statio-
nery but extendable, in order to hunt for larger prey.  They 
live for about eleven months.  

Adults eat insects and other odonates, and must con-
sume about 10 to 15% of their body weight per day.  They 
live for about one month (exceptions; some can overwinter 
and live for two seasons).  Adults use ‘hawking’ and ‘glean-
ing’ methods for hunting.  

The Dragonhunter or Black Clubtail, Hagenius brevisty-
lus, with a wingspan four to four and one half inches, eats 
other dragonflies and has very strong legs; it has a two-year 
life cycle.  
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